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We serve our customers from a network of twelve manufacturing 
sites in Denmark, UK, France, Netherlands, Czech Republic and Spain

Company Overview: Your Trusted Partner

Pan-European Production Network

Operating under 
the CGL Pack brand in France
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Sustainability

Always mono-materials 
- Up to 100% recycled material

We are taking practical actions to improve sorting of trays

Product example: Evolve by Faerch

 With Evolve by Faerch, we have launched a product to overcome limitations 
in existing sorting infrastructure: made from recycled content, fully recyclable, 
reliably detectable, and clearly indicating its circularity by naturally fluctuating 
colours.

 Reliably detectable by existing sorting infrastructure proven by the fact 
that material detected already in previous life as bottle or tray

 Fluctuating colour indicating to consumer to have picked sustainable 
packaging product – recycled, recyclable and conquering potential 
limitations of existing sorting infrastructure

 We have started to invite retailers
into our Ton-for-Ton buy-back 
programme: We commit to 
purchase exactly the amount a
retailer buys from Faerch as post-
consumer PET locally for recycling
into new food grade products.
This programme closes the loop
and helps develop the local 
markets for post-consumer PET.
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Circularity is not a vision to us, 
at Faerch it already happens today

Sustainability

Circularity at Faerch

 Market-leading share of 
recycled content

 Promotion of PET as 
superior and circular 
material in food packaging

 Closed-loop offering for 
Catering Service Providers

 Collaboration with Waste 
Managers

 Ton-for-Ton buy-back 
programme

 Evolve by Faerch
 Black ID

 Tray-to-tray recycling on 
industrial scale
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Circularity is not a vision to us, 
at Faerch and 4PET it already happens today

Sustainability

Click here to view video on Vimeo:  https://vimeo.com/299824873



Multi-materials and Non-food products
Barriers for the Circular PET Economy
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Background

The benefits of food packaging are obvious, 
but so are the problems that arise

Purpose of Food Packaging

 Purpose and Benefits of Food Packaging:

 Protect food and keep it safe

 Preserve food and contribute to avoid food waste

 Allow reduction of preservatives in food

 Simplify storage, handling and transport, thus supporting an 
efficient and large-scale food supply

 Provide information and guidance to consumers

 Problems:

 High production volumes and related resource needs with 
often very short usage time

 Waste management and littering

Clear guidance for ‘good food packaging’ required to continue 
benefitting from positive properties of food packaging while 
avoiding problems related to waste of resources, littering and 
negative impact on climate change
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Background

Food waste still is a widely underestimated 
global challenge.

Purpose of Food Packaging
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Packaging – food and non-food – represents almost 40% of overall plastics 
demand in Europe

Background

Source: “Plastics – the facts 2019“

Plastics Demand per Application and Polymer Type, EU28+NO/CG, 2018
Total Volume 51.2 M t
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Rigid plastics play an important role in food packaging and account for 27% of 
the global food packaging market

Background

Source: Food Packaging Forum

Global Food Packaging Market per Material, 2012
Total Volume USD 306 bn., 2019

Rigid Plastic; 27%

Flexible Plastic; 10%

Paper & Board; 34%

Glass; 11%

Beverage 
Cans; 6%

Other 
Metal; 9%

Other Metal; 3%
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Guidelines – Overview

In true circularity, food packaging is made from recycled content and recycled 
back into food grade products without compromising on food safety

Spiral RecyclingTruly Circular Recycling

 Made from recycled content
 Fully recyclable back into products of the same 

quality, i.e. food packaging recycled into food grade 
products again and again

 Always made from virgin material in food applications
 Recyclable back into new products, but of lower 

quality (downcycling), i.e. food packaging recycled into 
non-food applications
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Guidelines – Overview

Due to its unique circular properties, PET is the superior choice in rigid food 
packaging

Circularity in Rigid Food Packaging per Material

Faerch CPET up to 80% recycled content
Faerch MAPET ® II up to 100% recycled content
Faerch APET up to 100% recycled content
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PET is becoming the standard in food packaging; 
compliance with the PET “de facto standard” is key

Guidelines – Overview

Source: “Plastics – the facts 2019“

Plastics Demand per Application and Polymer Type, EU28+NO/CG, 2018

PET

 PET represents the standard in rigid food packaging, well-
known and proven from bottles.

 A “de facto standard” for PET exists, and compliance to it is 
a prerequisite for circularity. It ensures that material 
properties can be protected over an endless number of use 
cycles and contributes to the development of efficient 
markets for high-quality recycled PET.

 The PET food contact stream needs to be protected from 
contamination from non-food PET applications.

Multi-materials (PET/PE, EPS/EVOH/PE etc.)

 Multi-materials, in particular PET/PE, cannot be recycled 
efficiently. In best case, they are detected as ‘the wrong 
polymer’ at the recycler and thereby sorted out as residual 
waste. Otherwise, they contaminate other polymer waste 
streams.

 PET/PE pollutes the mono-material PET input, thus 
massively deteriorating its quality and value with an 
unwanted haze and yellowness, thereby downgrading an 
otherwise valuable and circular resource.
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Guidelines – Overview

PET allows true circularity in food packaging, whereas other polymers require 
100% virgin material and only allow spiral recycling to non-food applications

Truly Circular Recycling
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PET is today almost exclusively used for food contact materials, and non-food 
applications should be avoided to protect its high-value waste stream

Guidelines – Overview

PET in Non-Food Applications

 Non-food applications in PET represent a major threat for circularity 
in food packaging and must be avoided.

 ISO

 Non-food PET is not recyclable in today’s recycling systems (ISO 14021:2016) and is 
furthermore seen as contamination of the PET waste stream, which at best gets sorted 
out before recycling.

 EFSA

 In accordance with the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), the waste stream of PET 
should not exceed 5% of non-food PET containers in accordance to ‘EFSA Journal 
2011;9(7):2184’. 

 Additionally, EFSA argues: ‘As a prerequisite, the Panel considers that input based on 
containers coming from non-food uses should not intentionally be used.’ 



Thank you
Thomas Bak Thellesen
Sustainability and External Affairs
E-mail: thth@faerch.com


